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CLE CREDITS & REGISTRATION

Solicitation and marketing are prohibited at all NAPPA conferences.

CLE Credits 

NAPPA will apply for CLE accreditation of the program. Accreditation requirements vary from state to state. There is no 
guarantee every state will accredit the program for the total number of hours requested. 

How to Register 

Online registration begins Wednesday, March 25, 2026.

To register: go to www.nappa.org, and click on Conference Registration.

March 25 - May 5 May 6 - May 26 May 26
Governmental $990 $1,090

Last Day to Register
Non-Governmental $1,195 $1,295

Refund and Substitution* Policy

Requests for refunds and substitutions must be made in writing by 4:00 p.m. EST in accordance with the schedule below. 
Administrative fees will be applied as noted. 

May 5 March 6 - May 26 May 26 June 9

Last Day to Request Full 
Refund

$150 
Administrative 

Fee Charged for 
Refunds

Last Day for Refunds Last Day for Substitutions

*The Substitution Policy allows another member from the same entity to attend as a substitute.

Off-Site Dinner Event: Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park

Wednesday, June 17 from 6:00* p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
*Bus transportation will be provided beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Guest fees must be paid at time of registration. 
Age 21+: $100 / Age 14-20: $75 / Age 4-13: $40 / Under Age 4: no charge, but must be registered

WINTER SEMINAR REGISTRATION FEES



www.nappa.org 3

HOTEL AND GENERAL INFORMATION

Hotel Information

The Conference will be held at the Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel

Amway Grand Plaza Hotel
187 Monroe NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Phone: (616) 774-2000
Link to the Hotel

Hotel Reservations

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Amway Grand Plaza. The block room rate will be available until Tuesday, 
May 26th at 5:00 p.m. EST, or when the room block is filled, whichever comes first.

Conference Room Rate: $199 per night (single/double occupancy)

•	 To ensure those registered for the conference can book a room in the NAPPA block, we ask members to  
register for the conference before booking a room.

•	 To book a room online, go to www.nappa.org, login, and click on the quick link: LEC Hotel Reservation.
•	 Please refer to the hotel’s website for their cancellation policy.

Please Note!

•	 While session and presenter details were confirmed prior to publication of this brochure, some may be sub-
ject to change. The most up-to-date information will be available on the event website and app.

•	 All materials will be provided electronically.
•	 Individuals are responsible for their own airfare and hotel reservations.
•	 Dress code is business casual. A sweater or jacket is recommended, as most meeting rooms tend to be on the 

chilly side.
•	 Unless otherwise indicated, meals noted in this brochure are provided by NAPPA.

Experience Grand Rapids

Described as a lively, walkable city full of Midwestern charm, Grand Rapids offers a lot to see and do while you’re 
in town.  Want to really experience Grand Rapids? Check out this website for things to do, places to eat and drink, 
and neighborhoods to visit.

WINTER SEMINAR REGISTRATION FEES

https://amwaygrand.com/
https://www.experiencegr.com/things-to-do/
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12:00 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.	 Registration

12:45 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.	 Public Pension Overview – Part I. Fiduciary Duty 

1:45 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.	

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.	

(Includes a short welcome to NAPPA.)

The panel will present an overview of the fiduciary legal framework for public pensions. Topics 
will include an overview of core fiduciary duties as well as focused reviews of the duty of loyalty 
and the duty of care/prudence.

Moderator:
Dee Larsen, General Counsel, Utah Retirement Systems

Presenters:
Katrina Berishaj, Managing Counsel & Chair, ERISA & Employee Benefits, Stradley Ronon 
 Stevens & Young
Jeffrey Gill, General Counsel, Indiana Public Retirement System

Break

Concurrent Sessions (choose one)
Session A: Public Pension Overview – Part II. Benefits & Actuary

The panel will present an overview of the legal framework for the benefits and actuarial 
functions at public pension plans. Topics will include plan structure, trust law, tax qualification, 
funding requirements, retirement benefits, and the role of actuaries in determining funding and 
contribution requirements in plan administration. The panel will also focus on commonly used 
terms and their meanings. 

Moderator:
Kristi Spinosa, Director/General Counsel, Louisiana Parochial Employees’ Retirement System

Presenters:
Todd Green, President and Consulting Actuary, CavMac
Tina Leiss, Executive Officer, Nevada Public Employees’ Retirement System

Session B: Navigating New Laws and Regulations Affecting Alternative Investments

Passage of recent laws, regulations, and plan policies impact the approach needed when making 
alternative investments and negotiating fund documents. Recent developments include: Outbound 
Investment Rules, the National Defense Authorization Act, Countries of Concern restrictions, 
and laws focused on ensuring investments are made based on economic or pecuniary basis. In 
addition, some plans are imposing their own policies which prohibit investments in offshore 
jurisdictions such as Russia, China, Iran and Sudan, while other plans have introduced policies such 

Tuesday, June 16, 2026

CONFERENCE AGENDA
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3:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.	

3:15 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.	

4:15 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.	

as ensuring that they invest with managers who do not boycott Israel or energy companies. This 
session will discuss how to navigate these various laws, regulations, and plan policies; and how 
plan requirements are received by the industry and incorporated into transaction documents. 
Success is achievable with a measured and tactful approach. 

Moderator:
Andrew Feucht, Partner, K&L Gates

Presenter: 
David Plotinsky, Partner, Morgan Lewis & Bockius 

Break

Concurrent Sessions (choose one)
Session A: Public Pension Overview – Part III Investments & Public Pensions Overview Recap

The panel will present an overview of the legal framework for investment functions at public 
pension plans. Topics will include the role of investment returns, asset allocations, applicable 
fiduciary principles, and some of the legal considerations relating to plan investments. This 
session will conclude with a recap of the three Public Pension Overview panels, including some 
time for Q&A follow-up.

Moderator (Investments: 
Betsy Burn, Chief Legal Officer, South Carolina Retirement System Investment Commission

Presenter (Investments:
Benjamin Lee, Deputy General Counsel - Investments, New York State Teachers’ 
        Retirement System

Moderator (Q&A:
Ruby Menon, Of Counsel, Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd

Session B: Federal Garnishments and IRS Levies

This session will focus on public pension systems’ anti-alienation clauses and how some are 
finding ways around those laws, and the problems it creates tax- and other- wise for retirement 
systems. Learn how retirement systems are handling the appropriation of contributions from 
active member accounts using federal garnishment orders among others. 

Moderator/Presenter:
Laurie McKinnon, General Counsel, Kansas Public Employees Retirement System

Presenters:
Audra Ferguson, Partner, Ice Miller
Kevin Wakley, Director, Legal & Compliance - Pension, Teacher Retirement System of Texas

Welcome Reception for All Members

CONFERENCE AGENDA

Tuesday, June 16, 2026, continued...
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Wednesday, June 17, 2026

7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.	 Registration

7:30 a.m. - 8:20 a.m.	

8:20 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.	

8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.	

9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.	

Breakfast

Opening Remarks

General Session 
Ethics I – The Attorney’s Masquerade: The Ethical Duty to Take Off the Mask

What is “attorney impairment” under the ABA Model Rules of Professional Responsibility? What 
is “financial wellness”? Whose obligation is it to report or withdraw representation under the 
Model Rules? This panel will examine the Model Rules and discuss ethical issues that arise when 
juggling the demands of a legal practice. The ability to recognize “red flags” to foster wellness in 
your law practice has financial benefits as well.

Moderator: 
Laura Gilson, General Counsel, Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement System

Presenters:
Cynthia Collins, Director of Governance & Strategic Initiatives, Pennsylvania State Employees’ 
 Retirement System
Michele Powers, Attorney, Wisconsin Department of Employee Trust Funds
Molly Ranns, Director, State Bar of Michigan, Lawyers & Judges Assistance Program
Jay Turner, Assistant City Attorney, Birmingham Office of the City Attorney

Break 

9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.	 General Session
AI in Practice: Real‑World Examples and the Changing Legal Environment

A look at how different public pension systems are protecting data privacy and security while 
implementing AI. The panel will discuss legal considerations when implementing AI in case 
studies and provide updates on the evolving state and federal legal landscape.

Moderator:
Michelle Mellon-Werch, Partner, Nossaman 

Presenters:
MaryEllen O’Neill, Director, Data, Compliance, & Risk/ Privacy Officer, Texas Teacher Retirement 
	 System
Manuel Serpa, General Counsel, Orange County Employees Retirement System

10:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.	 Break

CONFERENCE AGENDA
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11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 General Session 
Temperature Check: Are You Up‑To‑Speed with the Current Regulatory Landscape? 

The regulatory landscape across federal agencies is changing at a feverish pace. This panel will 
seek to make you feel a little better by surveying the recent and pending regulatory changes you 
need to be aware of to keep your system in tip-top shape.

Moderator:
Kevin Jeselnik, Senior Assistant General Counsel, Georgia Municipal Employees’ Benefit System

Presenters: 
Carrie Bass, Compliance Officer, Kentucky Public Pensions Authority
Guillaume Buell, Partner, Labaton Keller Sucharow
Heather Traeger, General Counsel & Chief Compliance Officer, Teacher Retirement System of 
     Texas

12:00 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.	 Lunch on Your Own 

1:45 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.	 Concurrent Sessions (choose one)
Session A: Mistakes Happen ‑ Correcting Plan Failures Post SECURE 2.0

This panel will discuss tax correction principles for overpayments and “eligible inadvertent failures” 
under the more liberal SECURE 2.0 correction rules and provide a refresher on the tax rules for 
bona fide separation from service. We will explore which mistakes may be self-corrected and 
which may not, whether an overpayment must be recouped and from whom, whether correction 
methodologies are reasonable and timely, and issues arising with working annuitants.

Moderator: 
Megan Peitzmeier, Senior Staff Attorney, Colorado Public Employees’ Retirement Association

Presenters: 
Jessica Culotti, Shareholder, Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren
Joanne Jacobson, Senior Counsel, Groom Law Group
Maya Khodos, General Counsel, New York City Employees’ Retirement System

Session B: Public Safety Disability: An Overview of Current Trends and Hot Topics

This session will explore the basics of public safety disability programs along with the challenges 
and solutions in a post-pandemic safety force that includes a rising firefighter cancer risk, statutory 
disability presumptions and the influence of modern recruitment and retention practices. The 
discussion will touch on the impacts of these considerations on both in-house and external counsel 
to the system. The presenters will provide examples of state laws pertaining to duty-related 
disability grants, disability presumptions, and conversion to regular retirement benefits.

Moderator/Presenter:
John Danish, General Counsel, Ohio Police & Fire Pension Fund

Wednesday, June 17, 2026, continued...

CONFERENCE AGENDA
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2:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.	

3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.	

Presenters: 
Brad Brown, Fire Chief, Grand Rapids Fire Department
Kyle Lewis, Deputy Chief, Northville Township Fire Department; Board Member, Municipal 

 Employees’ Retirement System of Michigan
Meganne Trela, Partner, Ottosen DiNolfo Hasenbalg & Castaldo

Break

Concurrent Sessions (choose one)
Session A: Alternative Approaches for Reducing Unfunded Actuarial Accrued Liability

This session will explore alternative approaches employed by various public pension funds 
across the country aimed at reducing unfunded actuarial accrued liabilities. The panel will 
provide an actuarial perspective in addition to addressing the legal considerations of adopting 
and implementing these alternative approaches.

Moderator: 
Benita Harper, Associate Partner, Aon

Presenters: 
Michael Board, Executive Director, Office of Legal Services, Kentucky Public Pensions Authority 
Ryan Falls, Principal & Consulting Actuary, Milliman 
Anthony Green, Deputy Executive Director, Indiana Public Retirement System
Tag Herbek, Agency Legal Counsel, Nebraska Public Employees Retirement Systems

Session B: Avoiding Minefields in Fund Documentation: Navigating Pitfalls, Trends, and Best 
Practices

In 2026 we continue to see terms in fund governing documents that appear to be boilerplate 
or simple on the surface but may have material economic and legal implications to institutional 
investors. Please join us as we discuss potential minefields in select hot button issues including 
GP clawbacks, management fee calculations, commitment period and term extensions, 
continuation funds, NAV facilities and borrowing, and governmental specific topics. We will 
explore issues to consider, terms to look out for, and emerging trends driving how we negotiate 
fund governing documents.

Moderator:
Trevor Tullius, Partner, Seyfarth Shaw

Presenter: 
Teresa Carnell, Senior Counsel, Maryland Office of Attorney General, Maryland State Retirement 

 and Pension System 
Lee Logan, Administrative Law Specialist, Michigan Department of Treasury, 

Bureau of Investments

6:00* p.m. - 9:30 p.m.	 Offsite Dinner @ Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park
*Bus transportation will be provided beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, June 17, 2026, continued...

CONFERENCE AGENDA
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7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.	 Registration

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.	 Breakfast

8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.	 General Session 
Employer Exodus: Mergers, Closings, and De-affiliations

This session will focus on employer affiliations with governmental pension systems and whether 
the plan has a statutory mechanism by which an affiliated employer can leave the retirement 
system, and if not, what issues arise when those employers choose to outsource management, 
stop making retirement contributions, and are presented with a bill for their unfunded actuarial 
liability (UAL).

Moderator/Presenter:
Laurie McKinnon, General Counsel, Kansas Public Employees Retirement System

Presenters:
Carrie Bass, Compliance Officer, Kentucky Public Pensions Authority
James Thompson, General Counsel, Denver Employees Retirement Plan

9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.	 Break

9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.	 General Session
Retail Investing in Private Markets

This session will explore the emerging state of retail investing opportunities in private markets 
and how the changing landscape of retail investing in private markets will impact public 
pension investors and defined contribution sponsors. Topics will include the current regulatory 
framework, how alignment between institutional investors and private market managers are 
expected to change as managers accept more retail capital, and how defined contribution 
sponsors can address their fiduciary duties when offering retail investment opportunities to plan 
participants.

Moderator/Presenter:
Joshua Geller, Assistant City Attorney, Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office

Presenters:
Craig Bitman, Partner, Morgan Lewis & Bockius
Hope Edwards-Newsome, Senior Director of Industry Affairs, Institutional Limited 
		 Partners Association
Tony Roda, Principal, Williams & Jensen

10:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.	 Break

Thursday, June 18, 2026

CONFERENCE AGENDA
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11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 General Session 
Ethics II – Generative AI and Professional Ethics: Considerations for Today’s Lawyers

This session explores the rapid evolution and adoption of generative AI in the legal profession, 
focusing both on its transformative potential and considerations for responsible use. Key topics 
include the fundamentals of generative AI and large language models, recent developments 
such as “vibe coding” and “AI-native law firms,” and practical use cases in legal practice. The 
presentation discusses how lawyers may use generative AI in compliance with the Model Rules 
of Professional Conduct and recent ABA guidance, emphasizing lawyers’ duties regarding 
competence, confidentiality, client communications, reasonable fees, candor to the tribunal, 
supervision, unauthorized practice of law and access to justice, and the mitigation of bias and 
discrimination. Attendees will learn about key developments for technologically competent 
legal practice, and updates on the benefits and risks of using generative AI today.

Moderator:
Kelley Bender, Chief Operating Partner, Chapman and Cutler

Presenter:
Amani Smathers, Innovation Solutions Manager, Chapman and Cutler

12:00 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.	 General Counsel Lunch (Advance Registration Required)
Emeritus Board Lunch (Advance Registration Required)
All Others, Lunch on Your Own

1:45 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.	 Concurrent Sessions (choose one)
Session A: Tax 201

This is an advanced discussion of tax issues for qualified governmental plans. The session will 
provide an overview of impermissible cash or deferred arrangements, the limit under Code 
Section 401(a)(17), special rollover considerations under Code Section 401(a)(31) and 402, 
the intricacies of the limits under Code Sections 415(b) and (c), and considerations related to 
qualified excess benefit arrangements under Code Section 415(m).

Moderator/Presenter:
Megan Peitzmeier, Senior Staff Attorney, Colorado Public Employees’ Retirement Association

Presenters:
Nicole Giambarrese, Partner, Ice Miller
Lisa Harrison, Senior Counsel, Ice Miller

Thursday, June 18, 2026, continued...

CONFERENCE AGENDA
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Session B: The Evolving Enforcement Priorities of the SEC and Its Impact on Institutional 
Investors

A panel of distinguished experts and practitioners in the field will discuss recent regulatory changes 
and their impact on securities and corporate governance litigation, and how public funds can best 
protect plan interests in a rapidly shifting landscape.

Moderator: 
Maya Saxena, Attorney, Saxena White

Presenters:
Nell Minow, Chair, ValueEdge Advisors
Daniel Sommers, Partner, Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll

Break 

Concurrent Sessions (choose one)
Session A: Should I Stay or Should I Go? Understanding Retirement Service Credit Decisions
“If I stay another year, my pension future’s looking clear—More service time, the numbers climb, 
final comp × years defines the line. Healthcare steady, vesting ready, survivors get protection 
too. Career satisfaction tugging at me— But is my wallet ready for the view? If I stay or if I go: 
That’s the question in the flow. Service credit’s running the show, better learn what you need to 
know.” This panel will explain how service credit drives public sector retirement outcomes and 
highlight common pitfalls such as breaks in service, forfeiture risks, and federal compliance 
issues.

Moderator:
Liza Eves, Senior Associate General Counsel, Utah Retirement Systems

Presenters:
Derek Henning, Consultant, Gabriel, Roeder, Smith
Samantha Koldenhoven, Deputy General Counsel, South Dakota Retirement System
David Levine, Principal, Groom Law Group

Session B: Implementing AI in the Legal Review Process: Frameworks, Privilege, and Playbooks
A step-by-step guide to adopting AI tools within an investment legal review environment. The 
session covers workflow assessment, data governance, accuracy and risk considerations, and 
privilege implications when using AI. It also outlines best practices for developing an AI-
aligned contract playbook to standardize terms, streamline negotiations, and ensure that AI 
outputs reflect the organization’s preferred positions.

Moderator: 
Julie Borisov, Senior Staff Attorney, Colorado Public Employees’ Retirement Association

Presenters:
Elizabeth Goldstein, Chief Compliance Officer, Pennsylvania Public School Employees’ 
  Retirement System
Shamim Mohandessi, Partner, Seyfarth Shaw

Thursday, June 18, 2026, continued...

CONFERENCE AGENDA



www.nappa.org12

7:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.	 Registration

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.	

8:30 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.	

8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.	

Breakfast 

Business Meeting

General Session
Behind the Veil: Lessons Learned from a Legislative Attorney 

Former legislative attorneys tell all -- Use tips and tricks to achieve your plan’s long and short-
term goals and build a legislative strategy by leveraging those relationships that will make the bill 
process smoother.

Moderator/Presenter:
Laura Gilson, General Counsel, Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement System

Presenters: 
Philip Dukes, Chief Counsel & Senior Policy Advisor, New York City Mayor’s Office of Pensions and 

Investments, Department of Finance
Kristen Houch, Director of Legislative and Stakeholder Relations, State Universities 

Retirement System
Erin Kennedy, General Counsel, Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement System
Dee Larsen, General Counsel, Utah Retirement Systems

9:45 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.	 Break

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.	 General Session 
Federal Legislative Update 

The presenters will provide an overview of the key issues under consideration by the U.S. 
Congress, Executive Branch agencies, and any judicial rulings that are relevant to state and local 
governmental retirement plans.

Moderator/Presenter:
Tony Roda, Principal, Williams & Jensen

Presenter:
Leigh Snell, Federal Relations Director, National Council on Teacher Retirement

11:00 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.	 Break

CONFERENCE AGENDA

Friday, June 19, 2026
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Friday, June 19, 2026, continued...

CONFERENCE AGENDA

11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.	 General Session 
Significant Public Pension Litigation Update

This session will review state pension litigation over the past 12 months with each panelist providing 
a report of recent cases they have handled that are of interest to public pension attorneys.

Moderator/Presenter:
Elizabeth Myers, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Virginia Office of the Attorney General	

Presenters:	
Daniel Hurtado, Chief Legal Officer, Chicago Teachers’ Pension Fund
Scott Lukowski, Supervising Attorney, New York State Office of the Comptroller

12:15 p.m.	 Conference Concludes
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Section Committees
Benefits
•	 Liza Eves, Co-Chair
•	 Nicole Giambarrese, 
•	 Co-Chair
•	 Felicia Baruffi
•	 Kristin Bellar
•	 Vincent Diaz
•	 Diana Felsmann
•	 Britani Galloway
•	 Alyca Garrison
•	 Richmond Giles
•	 Isaac Glovinsky
•	 Christina Hess
•	 Maya Khodos
•	 Samantha Koldenhoven
•	 Susan Malcom
•	 Michelle Mellon-Werch
•	 Margaret Michel
•	 Amy Nowak
•	 Cathy Smith
•	 Laurie McKinnon, Board Liaison

Fiduciary & Plan Governance
•	 Julie Becker, Co-Chair
•	 Gwin Hall, Co-Chair
•	 Carrie Bass
•	 Guillaume Buell
•	 Chuck Campbell
•	 Rachel Cohen
•	 Cindy Collins
•	 Carolyn Clifford
•	 Anya Freedman
•	 Serena Hallowell
•	 Hank Kim
•	 Lindsay Knowles
•	 Margaret Michel
•	 Jennifer Mills
•	 Tony Roda
•	 Manuel Serpa
•	 Heather Traeger
•	 Aaron Zaheen
•	 Suzanne Dugan, Board Liaison

Investments
•	 Yuliya Oryol, Co-Chair
•	 Susan Weiss, Co-Chair
•	 Joyce Abernethy
•	 Don Ampansiri
•	 Benton Burroughs
•	 Teresa Carnell
•	 Anna Dempsey
•	 Brian Farmer
•	 Andrew Feucht
•	 Joshua Geller
•	 Karen Grenon
•	 Victoria Hale
•	 Benita Harper
•	 Maureen Hazen
•	 Brian LaVictoire
•	 Lee Logan
•	 Denise Lopez
•	 Bob Perez
•	 Carrie Rief
•	 Christine Roseland
•	 Evan Sarosi
•	 Steven Skoff
•	 James Van Horn
•	 Isaiah Wilson 
•	 Nicholas Zuiker
•	 Laura Gilson, Board Liaison

Tax
•	 Jenni Krengel, Co-Chair
•	 Megan Peitzmeier, Co-Chair
•	 Luke Bailey
•	 Joshua Campbell
•	 Lynda Crouse
•	 Jessica Culotti
•	 Audra Ferguson
•	 Alyca Garrison
•	 Nicole Giambarrese
•	 Wilhelm Gruszecki
•	 Maya Khodos
•	 Joanne Jacobson
•	 James Thompson
•	 John Nixon
•	 Melanie Walker
•	 Tony Roda
•	 Robert Gauss, Board Liaison

2025-2026 SECTION COMMITTEES ,  EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEES , 
FORUMS ,  AND AUXILIARY COMMITTEES

Educational Committees
Cybersecurity and Data Privacy
•	 Michelle Mellon-Werch, 
•	 Co-Chair
•	 Mary Ellen O’Neill, Co-Chair
•	 Nicole Giambarrese
•	 Benita Harper
•	 David Levine
•	 Susan St. John
•	 Manual Serpa
•	 Adam Walters
•	 Aaron Zaheen
•	 Julie Borisov, Board Liaison

Funding Challenges 
•	 Kevin Gallaway, Co-Chair
•	 Bianca Green, Co-Chair
•	 Michael Board
•	 Carolyn Clifford
•	 Joshua Geller
•	 Anthony Green
•	 Benita Harper
•	 Dee Larsen
•	 Davetta Lee
•	 Cathy Smith
•	 Ryan Stippich
•	 Laurie McKinnon, Board Liaison

New Member Education
•	 Kristi Spinosa, Co-Chair
•	 Ruby Menon, Co-Chair
•	 Carrie Bass
•	 Guillaume Buell
•	 Cindy Collins
•	 Andrew Feucht
•	 Robert Gauss
•	 Victoria Hale
•	 Courtney Krause
•	 Lydia Lee
•	 Margaret Michel
•	 Jennifer Mills
•	 Aisha Mirza
•	 Patrick Morrison
•	 Christopher Myers
•	 Jessica Palvino
•	 Erin Woods
•	 Dee Larsen, Board Liaison
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Public Safety
• Carolyn Clifford, Co-Chair
• John Danish, Co-Chair
• Luke Bailey
• Chuck Campbell
• Mary Beth Foley
• Nicole Giambarrese
• Rachel Hermann
• Benjamin Huxen
• Bonni Jensen
• Robert Klausner
• Lindsay Knowles
• Margaret Michel
• John Motylinski
• Meganne Trela
• Tony Roda, Board Liaison

Securities Litigation
• Michael Herrera, Co-Chair
• Maya Saxena, Co-Chair
• Katherine Benson
• Guillaume Buell
• Darren Check
• Gina DiDomenico
• Anya Freedman
• Jeffrey Gill
• Karen Grenon
• Serena Hallowell
• Elizabeth Hennessey
• Betsy Manifold
• J.R. Morgan
• Megan Peitzmeier
• Darren Robbins
• Hannah Ross
• Joshua Ruthizer
• Adam Savett
• Daniel Sommers
• Ryan Stippich
• Adam Waters
• Marc Weinberg
• Daniel Whitman
• Erin Woods
• Jennifer Yamane
• Nicole Lavallee
• Joseph Indelicato, Board Liaison

Forums
DC/Hybrid Plans
• Cindy Collins, Co-Convener
• Melanie Walker, Co-Convener
• Aaron Castle
• Liza Eves
• Gwin Hall
• Lisa Harrison
• Lindsay Knowles
• Lydia Lee
• Laurie McKinnon
• Michelle Mellon-Werch
• Jennifer Mills
• Joshua Geller, Board Liaison

Health Care Plan
• Paul Esposito, Co-Convener
• Christopher Sears, Co-Convener
• Carrie Bass
• Diana Felsmann
• Kevin Gallaway
• Jennifer Mills
• Mary Ellen O’Neill
• Michelle Wood
• Tony Roda, Board Liaison

Auxiliary Committees
The Emeritus Board
• Ashley Dunning, Convener
• Kristin Bellar
• Cindy Collins
• Mary Beth Foley
• Adam Franklin
• Bruce Gamble
• Michael Herrera
• Kelly Jenkins
• Lydia Lee
• Kevin Lindahl
• Paul Madden
• Nicholas Marcucci
• John Nixon
• Erin Perales
• Eric Wampler
• Suzanne Dugan, Board Liaison

2025-2026 SECTION COMMITTEES ,  EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEES , 
FORUMS ,  AND AUXILIARY COMMITTEES

Member Outreach
• Adam Franklin
• Ashley Dunning
• Erin Perales
• John Nixon
• Laura Gilson
• Laurie McKinnon
• Mary Beth Foley
• Michael Herrera
• Tony Roda
• Suzanne Dugan, Board Liaison

Educational Committees
Cybersecurity and Data Privacy
• Michelle Mellon-Werch, 
• Co-Chair
• Mary Ellen O’Neill, Co-Chair
• Nicole Giambarrese
• Benita Harper
• David Levine
• Susan St. John
• Manual Serpa
• Adam Walters
• Aaron Zaheen
• Julie Borisov, Board Liaison

Funding Challenges
• Kevin Gallaway, Co-Chair
• Bianca Green, Co-Chair
• Michael Board
• Carolyn Clifford
• Joshua Geller
• Anthony Green
• Benita Harper
• Dee Larsen
• Davetta Lee
• Cathy Smith
• Ryan Stippich
• Laurie McKinnon, Board Liaison

New Member Education
• Kristi Spinosa, Co-Chair
• Ruby Menon, Co-Chair
• Carrie Bass
• Guillaume Buell
• Cindy Collins
• Andrew Feucht
• Robert Gauss
• Victoria Hale
• Courtney Krause
• Lydia Lee
• Margaret Michel
• Jennifer Mills
• Aisha Mirza
• Patrick Morrison
• Christopher Myers
• Jessica Palvino
• Erin Woods
• Dee Larsen, Board Liaison
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Executive Board

Suzanne Dugan, President
Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll

Laurie McKinnon, Vice President
Kansas Public Employees Retirement System

Julie Borisov
Colorado Public Employees’ Retirement Association

Robert Gauss
Ice Miller

Joshua Geller
Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office

Laura Gilson
Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement System

Joseph Indelicato
Pennsylvania Public School Employees’ Retirement 

System

Dee Larsen
Utah Retirement Systems

Tony Roda
Williams & Jensen

NAPPA Staff
Noreen Jones

Executive Director

Denise Berhorst
Technology Administrator

Doris Dorge
CLE Administrator

Chris Wilson
Finance and Events Administrator

FUTURE EVENTSNAPPA EXECUTIVE BOARD 
AND STAFF




